XVIII
RAIL TRANSPORT
ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE
THE Burma Railways were built rather rapidly in the years
immediately following the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869.
They were thus able to help cope with the fast growing ex-
port trade and the corresponding flow of imports, as well as
with the transport of Dry Zone products to the monoculture
area of Lower Burma. By the end of the century, when the
great Gokteik Viaduct was built on the Mandalay-Lashio
branch, it was thought that there would be a rail link with
China at the Kunlong Ferry and that Rangoon would thus be an
outlet to the sea for southwest China.
Since Burma had had water transport for centuries, it was
natural that the railways should be built to serve areas not
served by the inland water transport system. On the other
hand, highways came a generation later and have only recently
been a serious threat to railway revenues. The Burma Rail-
ways never parallel the Irrawaddy for long stretches, although
they touch it at Henzada, Kyangin, Prome, Mymgyan, Myinmu,
Sagaing, Mandalay, Katha, and Myitkyina.
A considerable portion of Burma's rice crop is grown in the
Delta and in other areas close to water transport, but a fair.
proportion is also grown in the Sittang Valley and along the
Prome and Pegti-Moulmein lines of the railway. There is a
differential in favor of "boat paddy" against "rail paddy/' since
the latter comes from higher and less fertile soil and is of slightly
lower quality.
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